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ABSTRACT Given the interest of researchers for wireless communications in electromagnetic (EM) shadow
areas, a magnetic field communication has emerged to overcome RF challenges based on magnetic perme-
ability characteristics. However, magnetic field communication has the demerit of a short communication
range. Considering this limitation, we have proposed the GMI sensor-based field receiver to obtain immunity
to low-frequency noise and high sensitivity for extension of communication range in previous studies.
Further, this paper designs a magnetic field communication system with a GMI sensor-based receiver
including a transmitter. Even though the basic concept of magnetic field communication is taken from
previous studies, this study conducts the different realization of the system with transmitter system and
communication link. Besides, this paper proposes the experiment of magnetic field communication using
a GMI sensor-based system to verify its applicability in the practical environment for the first time. Bit
error rate (BER), spurious-free dynamic range (SFDR), and random noise are measured with an on-off
keying (OOK) communication link to analyze the stability and reliability of the system. The experimental
verification and analysis entail the conditions of communication distance and channel medium to mimic
practical communication in atmospheric, underwater, and underground environments. A comprehensive
analysis of the system design and experimental verification for application in a practical environment show
the possibility of the proposed system to realize improved wireless communications in EM shadow areas.

INDEX TERMS Giant magneto impedance (GMI), magnetic field communication, magnetic field path loss
(MFPL), spurious-free dynamic range (SFDR), random noise.

I. INTRODUCTION
The demand for wireless communications in electro-
magnetic (EM) shadow areas, such as underwater and
underground environments, continues to increase. Wireless
sensor networks (WSNs) are representative examples of
communications in this area. WSNs provide opportunities
to administrate underground facilities such as power lines
and pipelines and to monitor water pollution and natural
disasters in an underwater environment. The conventional

The associate editor coordinating the review of this manuscript and

approving it for publication was Barbara Masini .

communication technique that adopts EM waves encounters
many RF challenges, such as multipath fading, and high
attenuation in the underwater and undergroundmedium. Such
challenges result in an increase in the BER and a decrease in
the communication range.

Magnetic fields have been proposed as an alternative data
carrier instead of EM waves to overcome these communi-
cation issues. Magnetic fields operate in the near field and
are largely dominated by magnetic permeability with regard
to penetration into materials. Because most materials, except
for ferromagnetic materials, have the same permeability of
1 which is identical to the one of air, a magnetic field can
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travel through materials without signal distortion. Hence,
magnetic field signals are free from RF challenges generated
in the EM shadow area. Because magnetic fields form in
the near-field region, communications dealing with magnetic
fields operate at a lower frequency than the frequency band
of the EM wave signal. Low-frequency features contribute to
low attenuation of the signals because the lower frequency
is linked to a lower skin effect. However, the low frequency
means a low data rate of the communication system. Con-
sidering the purpose of magnetic field communications, such
as the monitoring function which does not need high-speed
signaling, the relatively low data rates of the magnetic field
signaling can be adopted in the system. The most typical
method of magnetic field communication is magnetic induc-
tion (MI), which uses loop coils as the antenna of the transmit-
ter and receiver to induce the magnetic field and the voltage
signal. MI-based communication utilizes the magnetic field
as the signal carrier and uses a loop antenna as the transmitter
and receiver to induce the magnetic field.

However, MI-based communication has the issue with the
constraint of a short communication range. This is due to
the low sensitivity of the loop antenna on a confined scale.
Increasing the number of turns and the size of the coils
can improve the sensitivity; however, these strategies cause
an increase in the volume of the receiver system and incur
additional costs. Therefore, various studies to extend the com-
munication range by improving the receiver sensitivity have
been conducted. Resonant coils are utilized to transmit the
magnetic signal effectively based on a high quality factor [1].
Also, a gaped two-loop antenna with the space of the antenna
radius optimized for energy efficiency has been proposed
[2]. This study shows that MI-based data links over 25m
can be utilized when the power of the transmitter exceeds
30dBm. Moreover, some researchers have introduced a relay
coil as theMIwaveguide between the transmitter and receiver
system [3]. With this technique, a reduction of path loss can
be achieved, and the communication range can be extended.
Research adopting a magnetic sensor as a receiver has also
been conducted in an effort to realize high-performance of
magnetic field reception. [4] proposed the optically pumped
magnetometer (OPM)-based communication system using a
binary phase shift keying (BPSK) modulation. The experi-
mental verification was conducted with the identification of
the detected signal in the time and frequency domain. The
anisotropic magneto-resistive (AMR) sensor is adopted to
receive the magnetic field signal in [5], [6]. [5] estimated the
communication range of the system based on the calculation.
[6] proposed the AMR sensor-based communication system
with a small-scale prototype and theoretical analysis.

The receiver adopts a giant magneto-impedance (GMI)
sensor as a possible solution to overcome the short commu-
nication range [7], [8]. It should be noted that the principle
of detecting an external magnetic field is the GMI effect,
which is totally different from the conventional MI. The GMI
effect, which is the principle of the GMI sensor, is defined as a
phenomenon bywhich the impedance of a ferromagnetic wire

changes largely due to an external magnetic field parallel to
the direction of the wire. The higher impedance increased by
the external magnetic field results in the higher output voltage
of the sensor according to the presence of a driving current.
In other words, a wide variation of the impedance leads to
a high magnetic field-to-voltage conversion ratio (MVCR)
and high sensitivity. The sensitivity of the GMI sensor is
introduced as the pico-tesla level in [9]. The OPM sensor
and superconducting quantum interference device (SQUID)
sensor have much better sensitivity than the GMI sensor;
however, they have technical issues with the operating condi-
tion and portability. The OPM sensor should be shielded and
cancel the residual field to sustain due to the vulnerability
to interference [10]. The SQUID sensor also needs to be
shielded. Furthermore, this sensor relies on the cooling of
the sensing element with liquid nitrogen or helium. It results
in an increase of the system volume and cost. Accordingly,
the OPM and SQUID sensors are difficult to apply to the
practical system and are minimized because of the periph-
eral to support the sensor operation. Except for the OPM
and SQUID sensor, there are AMR, GMR, Hall effect, and
magneto-optical sensors as the magnetic field receiver. AMR
and GMR sensors have sensitivity to the level of nano-tesla.
In the case of the Hall effect and magneto-optical sensor, they
are on the micro-tesla level. Even though four of the sensor
can be operated in the form of small-sized and integrated,
they are worse than the GMI sensor in terms of sensitivity.
In conclusion, the GMI sensor can be considered the best sen-
sor to utilize in the practical magnetic field communication
system [5], [9], [11].

Moreover, the GMI sensor has the unique characteristic of
a superheterodyne radio topology, which facilitates amplitude
modulation (AM) with an external magnetic field. This fea-
ture can be greatly advantageous for communication using
frequencies in the range of several hundreds of kilohertz. The
low-frequency environment generates flicker (1/f) noise on
a receiver; however, the superheterodyne topology raises the
frequency of the voltage signal. Therefore, the flicker noise
becomes negligible in the GMI sensor. This topology up-
converts the frequency band of the external magnetic field
to the upper band, where low-frequency noise cannot affect
the signal reception. Therefore, the background noise com-
posed of low-frequency components can be overcome by the
superheterodyne topology of the GMI sensor.

We studied the possibility of the GMI sensor as the receiver
for magnetic field signals in a wireless communication sys-
tem [7]. We presented a comprehensive analysis of the GMI
sensor, examining the bandwidth, noise spectral density, and
channel capacity with two types of GMI sensors to verify
their applicability in magnetic field communications. The
bandwidth of the GMI sensor at 50 to 70kHz was sustained
at a level near 20 kHz. This shows the feasibility of achieving
the data rate of kbps. In the case of channel capacity, the GMI
sensor achieved the capacity of over 300kbps at 50 to 70kHz.
This figure is enough to cover the voice data and shows
the applicability of the sensor to the various communication
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FIGURE 1. Concept of the proposed communication system using a
magnetic field link.

device. Moreover, the noise spectral density is measured
to 1.5 pT/

√
Hz at 20.03 MHz, and 3 pT/

√
Hz at 3MHz.

Subsequently, we studied the characteristics of the GMI
sensor in a receiver system [8]. The MVCR, spurious-free
dynamic range (SFDR) from the output of the sensor and the
receiver sensitivity were measured to confirm the feasibility
of magnetic field communication in the practical system. The
experiment was conducted with Helmholtz coils generating a
uniform magnetic field and the GMI sensor located between
the coils at set distances of 10cm. The message signal in the
form of binary ASCII code could be identified through the
receiver system.

In this paper, we design the magnetic field communica-
tion system, including the GMI sensor-based receiver and
transmitter with a loop antenna. A comprehensive analysis
of the whole system from transmitter to receiver is proposed
first. Furthermore, the experimental verification of the system
is proposed and analyzed to identify the applicability in the
practical environment. The BER, SFDR, and random noise
as the communication performance metrics are measured in
the experiment with the additional conditions of communica-
tion distance and channel media to mimic the atmospheric,
underwater, and underground environments. The measure-
ment results, according to the attenuation with distance and
electrical conductivity change with channel media, show the
applicability of the GMI sensor-based magnetic field com-
munication to practical EM shadow area. This experimental
verification for the GMI sensor-based communication system
is proposed for the first time. This study can give insight
into advanced communication systems and introduce further
works of the GMI sensor-based communication system.

The outline of the paper is as follows. Section II shows
the system overview, including the transmitter and receiver,
through a schematic and a description of the function of each
component. Also, the signal processing algorithm, which
handles decoding and demodulating the message signal,
is described in detail. Section III presents the analysis and
evaluation of the magnetic field channel. In this section,
magnetic field path loss of the channel is calculated, and the
communication distance is estimated through the sensitivity
of the sensor. Section IV shows the measurement scenarios,
including the method and environments of the measurements
and design parameters listed. Section V shows the results
of a comprehensive communication performance analysis in
terms of the BER, SFDR, and random noise. The paper is
concluded in Section VI.

FIGURE 2. Schematic of the transmitter system composed of a PC, DDS,
amplifier and resonant antenna.

FIGURE 3. Flow chart of signal generation in a PC and DDS.

II. SYSTEM OVERVIEW
This section describes the structure and functions of the
full communication system, including the transmitter and
receiver. The process of communication is shown in Figure 1.
A direct digital synthesizer (DDS) forms a voltage signal,
which is encoded and modulated with on-off keying (OOK).
The voltage signal is converted into a magnetic field signal
and transmitted to the receiver. Themessage signal is received
by the GMI sensor and demodulated in the following circuit
and sent to a PC as a digital binary signal for decoding of the
signal.

A. TRANSMITTER SYSTEM
The transmitter system consists of a PC that receives message
data from the user and a direct digital synthesizer (DDS) that
generates the voltage signal. It also includes a power amplifier
and a loop antenna to form themagnetic field signal, as shown
in Figure 2.

The DDS (AD9854) is a signal generator that follows the
process in Figure 3. The DDS initially receives message data
in the form of ASCII characters from the control software on
the PC. The delimiter ‘ÿ’, signifying the end of a message,
is inserted after the message data. This message set is con-
verted to ASCII binary data and encoded with theManchester
code, which is a self-clocking signal with no DC component
to facilitate synchronization with the receiver. The OOK
modulated signal pertaining to the processed binary data is
then generated. The carrier frequency for modulation is set to
60kHz to maximize the magnetic field-to-voltage conversion
ratio of the GMI sensor, as found in the literature [8].

The modulated signal is conveyed to a power amplifier
(AR, 75A400) tomaximize the transmission power for amore
extended communication distance. The amplified signal is
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TABLE 1. Geometrical parameters of the loop antenna.

TABLE 2. Electrical parameters of the loop antenna.

fed into the antenna. To transmit the magnetic field signal,
we fabricated a loop antenna in the form of a flat spiral coil
with Teflon-coated Litz wire for waterproof functions in an
underwater or humid environment. The design parameters
of the loop antenna are listed in Table 1. The transmitter
coil is designed as an LC-series resonant circuit to form a
stronger magnetic field through a high coil current. This res-
onance topology can maximize the current flowing through
the antenna by canceling the reactance of the circuit at the
frequency point of electrical resonance. The relevant elec-
trical parameters of the loop antenna are listed in Table 2.
With minimized impedance from resonance, the flowing cur-
rent I of the coil is maximized to 770mA. When XL is the
reactance of the coil without a matching capacitor, the AC
reactive power of the coil can be approximately 5W, which
is calculated by I2XL [12]. From the measurement result of
the input impedance (Z11) with a vector network analyzer
(Agilent, E5071C), the antenna input impedance at the target
resonance frequency of 60kHz is −26.4dB�.

Although the resonance state removes the reactance, the
parasitic resistance of 47.63 m� still exists. The resis-
tance component of the coil determines the quality factor
(Q-factor), referring to the concentration of the energy at
resonance: Q = XL/R. When the resistance of the coil is
increased by the introduction of parasitic resistance from the
coil structure, the Q-factor is decreased, and the transmit-
ting efficiency is decreased according to the low concen-
tration of the energy at resonance. However, this resistance
component can support better communication performance
because the Q-factor is reversely proportional to the band-
width, meaning that the resistance component contributes to
increasing the bandwidth. Because the channel capacity is
proportional to the bandwidth, a wide bandwidth contributes
to a high data rate. The bandwidth of the fabricated antenna is
337.5Hz. Although the bandwidth value is not wide enough
to match the bandwidth of a commercialized communication
system, the transmitter adopts the single frequency of 60kHz
which is the carrier frequency in OOKmodulation; hence, the
bandwidth of an antenna is sufficient to cover the transmitting
signal.

FIGURE 4. Schematic of the receiver system composed of a GMI sensor
and a demodulator. The converted digital data after the ADC are
transmitted to a PC to be processed.

FIGURE 5. GMI sensor composed of the amorphous wire, pick-up coil and
insulation tube: (a) schematic view, and (b) sensing schematic in the form
of a two-port network.

TABLE 3. Design parameters of the GMI sensor.

B. RECEIVER SYSTEM
The receiver system consists of a GMI sensor that receives
the external magnetic field signal, a demodulating circuit,
and a PC to acquire and process the digital signal, as shown
in Figure 4.

The first stage of the receiver system is the GMI sensor,
which receives the external magnetic field. The sensing ele-
ment is composed of a thin pick-up coil wound directly on a
CoFeSiB-based amorphous wire mounted in the middle of
a printed circuit board (PCB), as illustrated in Figure 5(a)
[13]. The design parameters of the GMI sensor are listed in
Table 3. As shown in Figure 5(b), the GMI sensor can be
modeled as a two-port network. When the external magnetic
field reaches the amorphouswire in a parallel direction, a high
variation of the off-diagonal impedance in the amorphous
wire is generated. The off-diagonal impedance, identical to
the transfer impedance from the amorphous wire to the pick-
up coil, is utilized to improve the noise performance in the
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FIGURE 6. Spectrum of the received signal which is measured at the
output of the GMI sensor. The received signal is composed of 3 kinds of
frequencies according to superheterodyne topology of the sensor.

proposed structure [14]. Here, the intrinsic impedance of
the pick-up coil forms the noise voltage with the current i2
flowing through the coil in the GMI sensor. In order to obtain
the integrity of the output signal, the noise generated from
intrinsic impedance should be suppressed. This issue can be
solved by deploying a voltage buffer after the sensor because
the current i2 becomes zero. As a result, the power loss from
this intrinsic noise is minimized and improved sensitivity can
be achieved.

The DDS (Keysight, 33500B) in the receiver system
excites the driving current i1 to the GMI sensor at fGMI . The
voltage signal v2 at the pick-up coil terminals is induced by
the current i1 flowing through the amorphous wire and the
change in off-diagonal impedances according to the exter-
nal magnetic field. During this progress, the frequency of
the voltage signal is identical to that in the result of AM
modulation of the frequency of the external magnetic field
and driving current with the superheterodyne topology of the
GMI sensor. The detailed proof of frequency components
is given by [7, eq. (1)-(2)]. Under the condition in which
the frequencies of the external magnetic field and driving
current are correspondingly fext and fGMI , the frequencies of
the voltage signal are composed of fGMI + f ext , fGMI − fext ,
fGMI . The spectrum of the received signal is measured by a
spectrum analyzer (Keysight, N9000B) as shown in Figure 6.
Here, we set fGMI to 5MHz according to the measurement
result of the off-diagonal impedance of the GMI sensor with
the voltage buffer. The highest value of impedance is shown
up near 5MHz. Accordingly, we considered 5MHz as the
optimal frequency to obtain the best sensitivity for this con-
figuration. In the case of fext , we found the optimal value
of 60kHz to show the highest MVCR through sweeping the
carrier frequency in earlier work [8]. Moreover, SFDR can be
sustained over 35dBc when fext is set to 60kHz. A bandpass
filter (BPF) screens out undesirable signal components such
as intermodulation frequencies and un-eliminated intrinsic
noise from the peripherals and sensors. Through the BPF,
the voltage signal only composed of fGMI + f ext is extracted.

FIGURE 7. Procedure of signal processing of digital data on the PC.

This voltage signal does not undergo flicker noise due to the
fact that the magnetic field signal in kHz is up-converted to
fext+ fGMI in MHz. The noise immunity from these structures
makes the GMI sensor the most promising candidate among
receivers for magnetic field communications. The amplifier
compensates for the loss of the filter and amplifies the voltage
signal of fext + fGMI . This signal is separated into a signal of
a frequency of fext through the process of demodulation by a
down-mixer. The mixer receives the signal at the frequency of
fGMI from theDDS as a local oscillator and down-converts the
modulated signal of fext + fGMI . This results in the extraction
of a signal of fext identical to the frequency of the external
magnetic field.

Subsequently, the process to increase the resolution of
the extracted signal in the form of OOK is implemented.
The amplifier increases the signal intensity. The direct cur-
rent (DC) block cuts off the low-frequency components near
0Hz. The low-pass filter (LPF) removes the components
above 100kHz to obtain the fext signal clearly. The amplifier
again compensates for the loss of the two processes of filter-
ing and conveys the signal to an analog-to-digital converter
(ADC, ATmega128). The converted digital data is transmitted
to the PC through UART communication for further demod-
ulation and decoding.

Although the acquired data on the PC is digital data, this
is still in the OOK modulation form. An envelope detec-
tor is generally used to demodulate the OOK waveform on
an incoherent system. Here, demodulation in this system is
implemented by the signal processing software. The use of
the envelope detector results in the voltage drop because
of the diode in the detector. This voltage drop limits the
detection range; hence, we decide to realize the OOK demod-
ulation through signal processing software instead of using
the envelope detector.

The procedure of the signal processing, including demod-
ulation, is shown in Figure 7. As mentioned in the description
of the transmitter system, the message data generated by the
PC and DDS has the delimiter ‘ÿ’ at the endpoint of the mes-
sage. The message data consist of strings entered by a user in
a repeated form. In order to interpret the data in the receiver
system, the confirmation of the starting point of the message
data is necessary beforehand. The digital data transmitted
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FIGURE 8. Schematic design of the loop antenna at the transmitter and
the propagation of the magnetic field to a direction perpendicular of the
loop.

through UART is initially synchronized with the delimiter
‘ÿ’ independently generated by the receiver software. This
delimiter is also digital data OOK-modulated with a 60kHz
sinusoidal carrier and expresses ASCII binary data of ‘ÿ’
encoded with the Manchester code. Cross-correlation of the
message data and delimiter is conducted to identify the end
of the message data. Although the message data can be partly
distorted, the result of cross-correlation at the location of the
delimiter has the highest value. Therefore, the start and end
of the message data can be recognized.

The synchronized data are demodulated and become
binary data via the following process. First, the mean of
each bit amplitude is calculated. The receiver system knows
the data rate and sampling rate; the receiver system is also
aware of the number of data points in one bit. According
to the start point identified by synchronization and the bit
length information, calculating the amplitude mean of each
bit is repeatedly performed by iteratively shifting to the next
bit. The bit corresponding to logic ‘0’ has a mean value
that converges to zero or to a small value, while the bit for
logic ‘1’ has a much higher mean value than zero. Here,
the optimal threshold to distinguish the logic ‘1’ and ‘0’ is
selected from the median between the highest amplitude of
‘0’ and the lowest amplitude of ‘1’. This operation minimizes
the possibility of misclassifying logic ‘1’ and ‘0’ during the
following step. If the value exceeds the threshold, the bit
data ‘1’ will be added to the last position of the resulting
array, and vice versa. The demodulation and binarization of
the data are then completed with the binary data array. The
extracted binary data is decoded by the Manchester code and
converted to ASCII characters. By removing the delimiter ÿ,
the message data can be completely restored in the receiver
system.

III. CHANNEL EVALUATION
When a time-varying current flows through the loop antenna
at the transmitter system, a magnetic field carrying the

data information is generated based on Faraday’s law. The
magnetic field used for communication is near-field com-
munication at several hundreds of meters at 60kHz. With
the non-radiative characteristic of the near field, magnetic
field communication takes advantage of multipath propaga-
tion and the low absorption of the signal from the lossy
medium, which can be a critical problem for conventional
wireless communication through EM waves [15]. Although
these communication issues are negligible in magnetic field
communication, the skin effect generated by the eddy current
from the time-varying magnetic field can limit the perfor-
mance of the communication range. The skin depth δ is the
location at which the propagating signal attenuates by a factor
of 1/e. For good conductors, the skin depth is expressed as δ=
1/
√
π f µσ , where ω is the angular frequency, µ is the perme-

ability, ε is the permittivity, and σ is the electrical conduc-
tivity. However, communication with poor conductor media
such as seawater and soil must apply the more general expres-
sions of the skin depth via the following expression [16].

δ =

[
ω

√
µε

2

(√
1+

( σ
ωε

)2
− 1

)]−1
(1)

Path loss of magnetic field signal can be predicted accord-
ing to four parameters in the skin depth expression. The chan-
nel model based on amathematical expression is used in order
to analyze the magnetic field communication channel. The
magnetic field generated by the loop antenna can be modeled
with the following description. As explained in Section II-A,
the fabricated loop antenna is a flat-spiral coil with ten turns.
According toMaxwell’s equations, the magnetic field formed
from the loop fromwhich uniform sinusoidal current Icos(ωt)
flows can be expressed as follows [16]:

Hθ =
jωµmγ 2

4πη

[
1
γR
+

1

(γR)2
−

1

(γR)3

]
sin(θ )e−γR

Hφ = 0

Hr =
jωµmγ 2

2πη

[
1

(γR)2
+

1

(γR)3

]
cos (θ)e−γR (2)

where m is the magnetic moment, γ is the propagation con-
stant, η is the intrinsic impedance. R is the vector of the loop
edge to the measurement point, and the magnitude of R is√(

r2 + d2
)
where r is the radius of the loop and d is the

distance from the center of the loop to the measurement point.
In the near-field region, the magnitude of γR is less than 1.
Therefore, the term 1/(γR)3 is only considered, and the other
terms 1/(γR) and 1/(γR)2 are negligible. Because we assume
that the measurement point is aligned with the center of the
loop, θ is 0 andHθ then converges to 0. Themagnetic moment
m is expressed as NIπr2, where N is the turns of the loop.
Considering the dimension and structure of the fabricated
coil, the radius r for the nth turn can be expressed as rn =
0.0515+ 0.007n. By multiplying the permeability µ, we can
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TABLE 4. Electrical properties of media environments.

FIGURE 9. Magnetic field path loss (MFPL) as a function of the distance.

define the magnetic flux density as follows:

Btotal=
∑10

n=1

Ir2n

2
(
1+ σ

jωε

)1/2
(d2+r2n )

3/2
e−j

(d2+r2n )
1/2

δ (3)

where δ is the skin depth. The schematic design of the
loop antenna and magnetic field propagation is illustrated in
Figure 8. Equation (3) can be converted to the expression of
magnetic field path loss (MFPL) on the dB scale with the
following equation:

MFPL = −20 log
Btotal(d)
Btotal(0)

(4)

Here, equation (4) only considers the magnitude, omitting
the direction component because we assume a single straight
direction. With (4), the loss of the magnetic field signal can
be predicted, presenting insight with regard to an extension
of the communication range. The concept of MFPL was
introduced in the literature [6].

The communicationmedia used for the measurements con-
sist of air, fresh water, saline water, dry soil, and sand. The
saline water is 40mS/cm, similar to general seawater, and
saline water of 80mS/cm is used to identify the impact of
conductivity on the magnetic field. The material properties
of the media are listed in Table 4 [17]–[20]. Figure 9 depicts
the MFPL as a function of the distance for the given mate-
rial properties. The trend of MFPL shows that the electrical
conductivity of the media strongly affects the magnetic field
channel. For distances shorter than 1m, the overall figures

FIGURE 10. Magnetic field path loss as a function of the radius and
number of turns of the loop antenna at the transmitter.

FIGURE 11. Magnetic field path loss as a function of the distance and
frequency of the current flowing through the loop antenna at the
transmitter.

are on a similar level; however, a greater gap between the
figures arises as the distance becomes longer. Despite the
fact that the magnetic field communication overcomes EM
challenges such as multipath fading and the radical loss from
the properties of the media, deterioration of the communica-
tion performance according to the conductivity of the media
should be considered when designing the system.

In conductive channel environments, generating a stronger
magnetic field is one method by which to lengthen the com-
munication distance. Antenna parameters such as the radius
and number of turns must be adjusted to ensure the high
intensity of the field. Figure 10 shows the MFPL with the
radius and the turns of the transmitting antenna. Here, it is
assumed that the medium is air and the communication dis-
tance is 10m. As expected from the fact that larger size and
more turns contribute to the magnetic moment, the MFPL
becomes lower with an increase in the radius and number
of turns. Moreover, we can predict that the frequency of
the magnetic field can serve as a factor to lower the MFPL
because the loss generated from the eddy current is greatly
dependent upon the frequency. Figure 11 shows the MFPL
with the frequency of the field and distance. The dimensions
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FIGURE 12. Experimental setup of the transmitter and receiver system to
evaluate the communication performance.

FIGURE 13. Experimental setup of magnetic field channel using container
to evaluate communication with media condition.

TABLE 5. System configurations.

of the coil follow the fabricated design. The MFPL tends
to become higher with an increase in frequency, and this
transition is greater with a longer distance. From this result,
we find that the use of a high frequency for field carriers
can critically affect the communication performance; hence,
a low frequency is desired to lower the eddy loss. However,
we have to consider the target data rate and optimal condition
of the GMI sensor. The carrier frequency of the modulated
signal should be obtained to ensure a sufficient data rate.
This means that lowering the frequency to reduce MFPL can
limit the data rate of the system. On the one hand, the GMI
sensor fabricated has the optimal frequency condition for the
reception of the magnetic field. From a previous study [8],
the carrier frequency of 60kHz is the optimal frequency to
obtain the largest MVCR of the GMI sensor. Therefore, the
frequency setting should be assessed considering not only the
MFPL but also the target data rate. This tradeoff between
frequency selection and communication performance needs
to be considered in terms of the entire system design.

The performance when receiving the magnetic field sig-
nal can be limited by the noise characteristics of the media
environments and the sensitivity of the GMI sensor. In prac-
tical environments such as those that are underground and
underwater, the magnetic field is exposed to various forms
of background noise that disrupt communication. This type
of noise is mainly composed of low-frequency components
generated from living organisms, artificial devices, earth res-
onance, and other sources [21]. As explained in Section II,
the GMI sensor has a superheterodyne topology that can
overcome the limitation of the aforementioned low-frequency
noises generated from various channel environments. The
sensitivity of the GMI sensor can be obtained by dividing
the noise power spectral density (N-PSD) into the MVCR;
it was measured as 52.1pT/

√
Hz in a previous study [8].

Based on equation (3) and the media condition, the com-
munication distance recognizable by the GMI sensor can
be approximately predicted as follows: 9.3m in air, 8.2m in
fresh water, 6.6m in sand, 4.5m in soil, 3.3m in saline water
of 40mS/cm, and 2.7m in saline water of 80mS/cm. These
estimates are solely based on the reception performance of
the GMI sensor. In the receiver system overall, including the
sensor and demodulation circuit, the reception performance
for the magnetic field signal can be worse than in the case of
a sole GMI sensor according to the electrical characteristics
of various circuit components.

IV. MEASUREMENT SCENARIOS AND
ANALYSIS METHODS
Experiments are conducted to verify the performance of the
communication system using the GMI sensor. In earlier work
[8], we mainly measured and analyzed the electrical charac-
teristics of the GMI sensor, in that case the MVCR, SFDR,
and N-PSD, to identify the feasibility of communication with
the GMI sensor as a receiver antenna. Here, we evaluate the
performance of the receiver system in terms of the BER,
SFDR, and random noise. The experimental setup for mag-
netic field communication by the proposed transmitter and
receiver system is configured as shown in Figure 12. A small-
scale communication system in the near range is constructed
and utilized to take the measurements. In Figure 13, The line
of sight is aligned to the center of the transmitter antenna
and the amorphous wire of the GMI sensor and stretched
by interval distance dTX−RX . This interval distance can be
extended maximally up to 1m which is four times the outer
diameter of the antenna at the transmitter system. The antenna
and the container surrounding the GMI sensor are completely
immersed in the media to reflect the effect of the material
properties.

For wireless sensor networks which utilize magnetic field
communication, maintaining the stable operation against a
noisy environment and accurate signal transmission regard-
less of channel media condition is the key point to achieve
the high performance system. In this study, we limit the com-
munication range to 1m to more focus on the stability with
the low-noise characteristic and reliability with the low-error
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system to verify the applicability of the system in the practical
environment. We use a much lower scale of power to transmit
the magnetic field signal than the power generated from the
conventional transmitter. As we mentioned in Section III, the
communication distance over 1m is theoretically achievable
based on the high sensitivity of the GMI sensor. Moreover,
adopting the higher power of transmitter will be able to
expand the communication range. Even though we confine
the communication distance within 1m, it does not mean
extending the distance is not achievable. This will be the
topic of our further works with optimal transmitter design and
improved system.

The system configurations of the transmitter and receiver
system are listed in Table 5. With minimized impedance
from the resonant state of the loop antenna in the trans-
mitter system, the flowing current I of the coil is 770mA
and the AC reactive power of the coil can be approximately
5W. The GMI sensor has an optimal driving voltage of 6V.
Moreover, the driving voltage offset is set to 1.3V to ensure
high sensitivity and low noise performance considering the
characteristics of the ferromagnetic material. By introduc-
ing the offset voltage, the sensor can maintain a low level
of coercivity, which is related to the sensing resolution,
and low Barkhausen noise generated from the movement
of the magnetic domain according to the external magnetic
field [22], [23]. As Section II mentioned, The GMI driving
frequency is set to 5MHz according to the measurement
result for off-diagonal impedance as a function of the driving
frequency.

The analysis methodologies of the receiver performance
are as follows. First, the intensity of the received signal at
the sensor output at M1 in Figure 4 is measured to ana-
lyze path loss as a function of the communication distance
with different media conditions. Based on the output of the
sensor, we analyze noise characteristics as well. The SFDR
is the dynamic range between the fundamental signals and
the highest spurious signal components, corresponding to
the highest noise in the spectrum. A larger SFDR results
in a lower probability of being affected by noise when the
fundamental signal is measured. We identify that the highest
noise from the sensor is the second harmonic (fGMI + 2fext )
of the fundamental signal (fGMI + fext ) according to the
signal analyzer. Hence, the SFDR can be considered as the
difference in the intensity between the fundamental signal
and the second harmonic. The second harmonic is one of the
major components contributing to the distortion of the signal
in a non-coherent demodulation system. Therefore, the mea-
surement of the SFDR must be done in order to analyze the
noise characteristic according to the communication distance
and media.

Second, the peak stability of the signal atM2 in Figure 4 is
measured to analyze the effects of random noise from the
noise sources surrounding the receiver. Random noise is
mainly generated from the thermal noise of the electronic
device and the intrinsic noise of the electronic component.
The OOK-modulated waveform affected by random noise

FIGURE 14. Output of the GMI sensor as a function of the distance. This
signal is utilized when calculating the SFDR as the fundamental signal.

has the non-uniform carrier waveform filling a square wave,
referring to a data bit. This results in misclassification of
the bit logic during the demodulation process. Accordingly,
the demodulation and decoding of the message data remain
incomplete, and the BER will increase dramatically. In order
to analyze the effects of random noise, the standard deviation
of the voltage peak values for logic ‘1’ during the unit interval
is measured at the point before the ADC. More precisely, the
subject to be measured is the voltage peak of the waveform
of a 60kHz sinusoidal wave, filling the square wave as logic
‘1’. Greater deviation means that the system is more exposed
to random noise interference. In other words, the receiver
deals with a low-quality signal. Comparing cases with dif-
ferent conditions can provide insight into the communication
performance in the presence of noise.

Third, the BER of the received signal is measured to com-
pare the ideal communication environments. By comparing
the measurement results with simulation results and theory-
based estimations, the adequacy of the proposed system
compared to the ideal system can be verified. Furthermore,
the BER as a function of the distance is measured to identify
the impact of an increase in the distance on the performance
of the receiver. A BER analysis offers insight into com-
munication distances with the maximum allowable bit error
considering the receiver system overall. In this measurement,
the signal intensity can be too strong to recognize the trend
of the BER. Therefore, BER measurements with noise arti-
ficially added to the data are also conducted to assume low-
intensity signaling and high-noise environments.

V. RESULTS
As introduced in Section IV, we measured the intensity of
received signal through the output of the GMI sensor under
the transmission distance conditions of 125, 250, 500, and
1000mm as shown in Figure 14. These results show the
propagation aspects of the magnetic field under diverse con-
ditions, referring to the intensity of the signal. The tendency
of an increase in path loss with the distance is identical to
the MFPL estimates in Section III. The path loss difference
according to the media conditions is negligible due to the
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TABLE 6. Standard deviation and mean of the demodulated signal before ADC.

FIGURE 15. Measurement result for the SFDR of the received signal.

short communication distance of less than 1m. Although
some part of the eddy current loss is likely to be omitted
due to the limitation of the small-scale prototype system, the
overall tendency of a received signal is identical to calculated
estimates in Figure 9; hence, the measurement results are
meaningful. Through thesemeasurement results, we can infer
that the magnetic field is applicable to the communication
with nearly constant performance despite the different media
conditions.

Figure 15 shows the measurement result for the SFDR of
the received signal. The SFDR in all cases exceeds 28dBc,
showing that the media and distance conditions scarcely
affect the performance of the GMI sensor. Considering that
the SFDR remains at a similar level despite the change in the
distance, the noise impact on the fundamental signal is indis-
tinguishable according to a signal attenuation over longer dis-
tances because power reduction with longer distance applies
not only fundamental signal but also noise components. The
performance of the GMI sensor, according to the electrical
conductivity of themedia, also remains on a similar level. The
result showing a high-SFDRmeans that the received signal is
much higher than not only the second harmonic but also the
noise floor. Therefore, we can predict that the signal intensity
in this setup is high enough to avoid the impact of the random
noise, which is measured on the noise floor.

The signal at M2 in Figure 4 is the result of demodulation
through the GMI sensor and signal conditioning with ana-
log components, in this case the filter, amplifier, and mixer.

FIGURE 16. Comparison of BER performance outcomes for
non-coherent OOK.

Table 6 shows the mean (µ) and standard deviation (σ ) of the
signal at M2 during the unit interval (0.01sec). As listed in
the table, the standard deviation is lower than 0.1 at 125mm
due to the saturated output of the amplifier and remains near
0.2 regardless of the distance except for the cases of 125mm.
It was found that the impact of noise is independent of the
power reduction of the signal with increases in the distance.
Also, the receiver system, which includes a demodulation
circuit, can keep the level of the standard deviation of the peak
voltage similar regardless of the media condition. Consider-
ing a standard deviation near 0.2, random noise arises at a
very low level, meaning that the noise level of the signal in
the system is very low.

A BER analysis is implemented with several measure-
ments. The comparison of BER for the theory, simulation,
and measurement results is conducted with 500mm of air
as the default state. The theoretical equation of BER for
non-coherent OOK is

Pb ∼=
1
2

{
1+

1
√
2πEb

/
N0

}
e−

1
2Eb/N0 ∼=

1
2
e−

1
2Eb/N0 (5)

under the condition of Eb/N0 � 1, where Eb is the average
bit energy and N0 is the noise power spectral density under
additive white Gaussian noise [24]. As shown in Figure 16,
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TABLE 7. BER as a function of the communication range.

the trends in the results remain similar up to AWGN with
SNR of 12dB. The trends after 12dB of Eb/N0 show that
the results of the simulation and measurements begin to
diverge from the estimates based on theory. In contrast to the
theory-based BER performance assuming the ideal system,
the other results from simulation and measurements have
finite-amplitude conditions and exposure to diverse noise
sources such as intrinsic noise of the electronic components
and ferromagnetic core [23]. When Eb/N0 is lower than
12 dB, the AWGN is strong enough to cover the impact of
the other noise. However, when Eb/N0 is over 12 dB, the
AWGN is so weak that the BER performance gets directly
affected by the other noise. Nonetheless, the trends for all
cases sustain a similar tendency. From this result, the receiver
system is capable of sufficient performance close to ideal
OOK communication in BER. Considering the measurement
of the SFDR and standard deviation of the voltage peak, the
intensity of the received signal, which corresponds to Eb,
is much higher than the level of the noise floor, consisting of
random noise. The random noise in this system, correspond-
ing to N0, exists at a very low level. This means that Eb/N0
in Figure 16 exists at a very high level. Therefore, we can
infer that BER without AWGN in practical measurements
will likely converge to zero.

The measurement result of BER as a function of the com-
munication range and media condition without AWGN is
listed in Table 7. As predicted, the BER results of all cases
converge to a very low value with the fabricated system setup,
meaning that the proposed system is capable of high com-
munication performance despite the power reduction of the
received signal at greater distances. However, these BER fig-
ures can stem from the much higher intensity of the received
signal compared to that of the noise components. Accord-
ingly, a noise impact and deterioration of the communication
performance are not found due to the close distance or the
overpowered signal from the transmitter.

In order to analyze the BER trends when the received
signal is weaker than the original signal, AWGN for SNR
of 12dB is artificially added to the received digital signal.
The figure of 12dB is identical to the point that theoretical
BER for the ideal non-coherent OOK begins to diverge from
the BER measurements, as shown in Figure 16. When adding
an error by AWGN, the BER recognizably increases with the
communication distance in a general system, as illustrated in
Figure 17. This indicates that the proposed communication

FIGURE 17. BER as a function of the communication range with
AWGN (SNR = 12 dB).

system is proven to operate properly as a general commu-
nication system in diverse channel environments. Also, the
order of BER for the proposed system according to the type of
media is aligned with the electrical conductivity, as estimated
with the magnetic field model in the form of MFPL.

VI. CONCLUSION
In order to check the feasibility of a GMI sensor as a magnetic
field receiver, several studies were conducted [7], [8]. Follow-
ing previous research, this paper introduced a magnetic field
communication system that relies on a GMI sensor as a field
receiver. The communication with a specific transmission
distance was designed with the LC-series resonant antenna
to achieve high transmission efficiency in the transmitter
system, which we had not realized in previous research.
Based on its high sensitivity and immunity against low-
frequency noise, the GMI sensor can receive a magnetic field
signal transmitted 1m away from the transmitter. The channel
environments tested here consist of air, water, saline water,
soil, and sand. These were used to identify the variation of
the communication performance according to the electrical
conductivity of the medium.

The paper verified the applicability of the GMI sensor-
based communication system in the practical environment
through an experimental demonstration with different com-
munication distances and channel media conditions, which
had not been proposed. The proposed system showed low
interference from the second harmonic and random noise in
the received signal according to correspondingmeasurements
of the SFDR and peak stability of the modulated waveform.
Furthermore, the BER performance of the system is close
to that of an ideal system based on theory up to AWGN
for SNR of 12dB. With these results, a low value of BER
can be theoretically inferred and practically proven to be
true at the following BER measurement. The BER perfor-
mance with AWGN for SNR of 12dB was also measured to
assume low-intensity signaling and high-noise environments.
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These measurements proved that the proposed system can
achieve excellent communication performance and that it is
applicable as a practical system in RF-challenged environ-
ments. Besides, this result shows the possibility of the pro-
posed system to realize improvingwireless communication in
EM shadow areas and proposes the direction of the magnetic
field communication system with a methodology adopting
the high-sensitivity magnetometer.

This study fabricated a communication system as a pro-
totype with a communication range of 1m. Although we
artificially added an error to the signal to mimic a power
reduction, actual communication with a longer distance from
the transmitter to the receiver is likely to be different from
the measurement results presented in this paper. For further
works, research to achieve a broader communication range
needs to be conducted for a detailed analysis of the impact
of a conductive medium and noisy environment. To realize
the wider range, the design of the transmitter antenna should
be improved to cover a longer line of sight by optimizing the
antenna structure, and adopting the higher power of the trans-
mitter should be considered. In addition, this study lacks an
analysis of the power and cost of the whole system. To build
up the improved system in the future, we should cover a
comprehensive analysis to consider the power and cost of the
system. Furthermore, different modulation schemes such as
frequency shift keying (FSK) and phase shift keying (PSK)
can be tried to achieve low BER and low power consumption
in future works. The data rate of 100bps is also the limi-
tation of this study; hence, the work to get a higher data
rate is needed to apply to the conventional communication
application. Therefore, there are still many steps to achieve
the improvement of the system, and it is highly required to
conduct in future works.

The GMI sensor-based magnetic field communication sys-
tem proposed in this study is proven to have applicability in
the practical environment through a series of experiments.
This communication system will be core technology in the
field demanding high-performance magnetic field commu-
nication based on its stability and reliability. It is predicted
that the proposed system will be utilized in the field of WSN
applications in RF-challenge environments such as monitor-
ing natural disasters and maintaining artificial facilities in
remote areas where data collection by humans would be diffi-
cult such as underwater or underground environments. In the
case of using a short communication range, the proposed
system is also available with high-sensitivity characteristics.
For example, the microrobot inserted in the human body can
adopt this system because the micro-scale of the magnetic
field signal can be used to communicate and minimize the
impact of the magnetic field on humans. This can be achiev-
able because of the portability and availability of minimiza-
tion of the GMI sensor with keeping the high sensitivity. The
proposed experiment methodology will also be used to verify
the system adopting the GMI-sensor in related research. The
proposed system and experimental verification will elevate

the level of magnetic field communication and show the
possibility of advancing the conventional system in the future.
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