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ABSTRACT

[.TITLE

Ultra Low Power Asynchronous Processor Development

II. THE OBJECTIVES

The objective of this project is to develop a low powered 32 bit processor based on the
asynchronous design technology. In this asynchronous design approach, all signalings between
logic blocks are made by handshaking protocols instead of using a global clock signal. This
processor can be applicable to various applications such as mobile handheld devices and

ubiquitous sensor network devices.

III. THE CONTENTS AND SCOPE OF THE STUDY

IV. RESULTS

V. EXPECTED RESULT & PROPOSITION
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2 ANEE Fetel TSR sk AdE HlE7] ZEAMA (ALTHEA,
Asynchronous Low power processor based on THe EISC Architecture)i= A X Z A4

o] Y (ALTHEA core unit), M~ QIE|H o]~ FH(BIU), /e &2 44

o

(Memory Management Unit: MMU) 2} 7€} 75 502 FAYE = IZZAMA {F4Y

Z|2o R s, dEAtgfor AT E SEwokE f1% il% SRAM O® o] F-9

)

<4 W X 2|(Tightly Coupled Memory: TCM)= X33ttt ALTHEA + X2 A4 3}o]
ZEle] Hdesa FEATZI7] flete] shuts o} 7| el & ARE-SFal Qlth. ALTHEA 9]

A48 579 FRE 0 19 33 Lok

ALTHEA Core
iBus dBus
— CoProcessor “—
iTc™m [L_ | 1. dTem
e BIU ]
< | AMBA bus >

J8 3. ALTHEAQ| HA9| £F IXE
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2. AAY B|F7] Z2AN BH FX

ALTHEA 2Z=ZAAC] 7§&o] Al F-Z(ISA, Instruction Set Architecture)=Z A=
EISC(Extendable Instruction Set Computer) T-Z& 7FA|i= ZZ A4 AE32000C | 4]
ARSShE o] Al FERE AL WHE 6 e aFeE Y, F
100 718 W@l s AHESTE HEgols aadQl FdE 9t & AFHA A=
Hl 57 ZEAA A ALEE o] 100 /IS delsta, 71 W ojo tiste] vls
712 45 vrolARFE FEHE A SFATH4ISI9][10]. HH=C] X 3 = ALTHEA

2

of Mg Held Zolvh

K

EEP PRI R E RS

® 3. ALTHEA ZE2ANA O HHO A

Class type Instruction
Load ER
_ with LERI
immediate

@)

Memory Load
Access

LD(2)/LDB(2)/LDBU(2)/LDS(2)/LDSU(2)/
LDAU(2)/LEA(4)
Store | ST(2)/STB(2)/STS(2)/STAU(2)

(26) multi | POP/PUSH
Data Move MTMH/MTML/MFMH/MFML/LDI/MTCRO/MTCR1/
) MOVE | MECRO/MFCR1
Branch Cond | INV/IV/IP/IM/INZ/JZ/INC/IC/JGT/ILT/JIGE/JLE/JHI/JLS
(19) Uncond | JMP/JAL/JR/JALR/JPLR
ALU | ADD/ADC/SUB/SBC/AND/OR/XOR/CMP/TST/ADDQ/
Arith & CMPQ/NEG/SET/CLR
Logical Shift | ASR(2)/LSR(2)/ASL(2)/SSL(2)
(32) Unary | EXTB/EXTS/CVB/CVS/CNTO/CNT1/NOT
Multiply | MUL/MULU/MAC
Mise Cop | CPCMDn/GETCn/MVTCn/MVFCn/LDCn/STCn/EXECn
(13) Control | NOP/SYNC/HALT

interrupt | SWI/BRKPT/STEP

Total 100 instructions (in binary)
Supports only AE32000C version
Blue instructions are not yet modeled
Instructions are described in order
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3. AAY H|Z7] TEAA Fo] T2
ALTHEA A8 Hlg7] ZRAAM s10]= 5 & vl§7] gol=zeiel 725 7t

72 @A 5L The ¥ 49 go] Ao

E 4. mo|Zajol B 12 U J|s

Stage 715
IF Instruction prefetch
(Instruction LERI instruction folding
Fetch) Asynchronous instruction queue

Instruction decoding
Interrupt handling

DE Hazard detection/processing

(Decode) Branch prediction

Register file (RF) access
Co-processor access

Multiple execution units (ALU, SHIFTER, Multiply, BYPASS)

EX In-order issue multiple instruction issue
(Execution) In-order completion
Register forwarding
ME MEM Data align

Register forwarding

(Memory)

WB | Register file access

v

AN FolE V|EAHOo R 54 H|EY] wpo|xZzkel o]} WB(Write Back) 7 2

%

T8 Fo] A digt 7] sFo|HE, 3 4 oA Kol MEM wHA9}
WB(Write Back) @AI7} 88 7322 ¥of Qo

ZZAA ol Hls7] Tho]xE]l flof ZEAA FolE 9l EFO0 A #A
28 9, AlAEl T ZAM(CP, Co-Processor) £=0°] ALTHEA X ZAA F0]9
el 2ohdth g A A2 16 719 32 HIE WG dlXAE ek 8 7He 32 HE
55 dAAEHE £330 A 4B FZZAM = ALTHEA ZZ2AA 508} =3 7)
7] @ o A7) sAE Alojetr] g 32 /e 32 BE

o]
A AEE WAt I3 4 = ALTHEA ARAY H]E7] Z2AA FZo|5 FA =
7}

2 BEE 09 WA e FEE ol

26



RF

ROM IF DE EX ME

O3 4. ALTHEA Z2MA To{Q mo|Z=ziel X E

A 44 AAY v]F7] ZE2EAA 72 A D TF4E

& Aoz ALTHEA AE njg7] ZzAMe] dAet 1 & Aol tisho

o,

278

ot

1. ZEAA o] 7x AA 4 78
7h QIE Ho] A~ A

ALTHEA ZR2AA Foj= H|E7] Aoz AAgow <ol E= w 9|3 <lE
o] 2ol MEAQl wire QI Ho] A8} BlE7]| Ao AE Q¥ Ho]A, T2 259
ROM ¥} RAM = Z3}7] £1% ROM/RAM QIE]Ho] A2 AR g9 19 5
o] ALTHEA ZE2AA ] £5 10 ¥ 9| F Qg o] A et gl

® Wire QlE|Ho]~
- d¥H o R IRE JEsted AREshE AR A=HolWE AHE
k2] 9kom HDL oo A3l signal =2 wire & 20|t}

® Channel 3§72
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10 Channel I/F

1D Channel I/F
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[0:p]iASTUSH

1 e 0

4/1 13UUeyo a3

DE Channel I/F

DE Channel I/F

/I 18UUBLD O3
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EM Channel I/F

i e g
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18 5. ALTHEA E2 1/0 ¥ 2% QIEH oA
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2, AA dolg 9 #HS FEAGE wire AE e A=A oS T
st QAT (* R), A AT+ A 37HA] FFY wire AT HE

- ROM/RAM <l Fo]A A2 W R (ROM/RAM 29 wEzZ])ele]

H|E 712 Qg o] AE Fasl7] 93 ¢lE o)A &Aoot}

L gEe] A&7

Instruction Fetch(IF) £33 W o] 52 v R oA ¢loj9 3 ylo]xzelel o
el Decoder(DE) EZo]4 Weolo] sigete £2< Aeld & Y5= 1 JHo=
t 3

g 7

3o
=

N
)
ok
ol
rir
12

ot

ok gHo] MEIROM)E T3 7HAL

i

_,d
ok

o, SAgke el wet 2 sie] WEolEo] Holx thE wAR
A Ak,

IF A= Z2A4 Ui o dAE74 594 (Decoupled) o2 F2Fgh}
T g & o] A flo] &Aoo A str] flste,

ggol AAsh A7bE e e A9 (Frontend) TolZehels Woje] 1A

i

e
g

==

o

A

il
o

it
o,
it

A

AE32000 & o]F O

A8 S 93k 39 (Back-end) ol Zetel o7 UH =t IF ©@Al= o] 5 A9 do|=
gile] sgstth IF E52 1% 6 ¥ Zo] A v 2 5 7 Ve ESOE
o]Folx SQlvh. shi= IF_LERI R, A W@ #ZE Astr] fs A
(Fetch_Q), A7&€ A WHoE 2ot A sl st JF H7ls Bds= A 3
% 7](PreD), & #Zlo] the 90| ZE}lQl Decoder &5 ZFE AEH7] W7k
B s fJEo] Ff(nst Q), "FAIE O 2 Decoder o] Xl o2 RHE 7| HH T
ZEE 3|95+ De recv 550 At

(1) Instruction Fetch & LERI Folding (IF_ LERI): IF LERI 252 M#Ho] g Ao
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golEE 28E £& /e F A9 gHolE L&t Art
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HA T3

A Wl E ALse BRI T

Path, Secd Path)etal o] 52 o|EA & 7HA7] wwol x4 o2 A-sk= Zo] He
St

ROM S ZHE ¢lo] 2= o= A Uxk ¥gojel LERI HEA2 +7&
T otk AWt gHoj= ks HEolE adlE Hlx] ol AAetd #roh ol
) A AEEiA 5ol LERI WHoE XgetA HE=, vhek WA 5] LERI
o7t EAETH, LERI W@ o5 A3+ ER HIAXNE ghs 34 ol Ast
ofof gttt

LERI o] d|4 5 o] ER o #&3kc} LERI W ol &t 2 BIEES A9 3
14 B E°] dlolE{7} 23 F 71 LERI @7} AH0 = Eo]& & ity 3 W
A LERI W& ol7F S0l 2™ ER o 1% AE A RE ddojo] = WA LERI % ol7}
0% A% ER& 4HE Hojdl & F WA Wigo] 14 v EE ATt

% 7 (a), (b) LERI H7H 8] 4% %W 525 yepd Jdo|th I9 7 (a)v= A
HA LERI @017t Solsts A5 Uebd 290, 3 WA LERI & SA3h2
ER 9] 3}9] 14 H]E] A= Umx] 18 H]E= LERI o] SA¢kel digt 5 g%

© ghol AAAA Hr
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e
A\
il
s
el
=
i
ol
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ol
ol
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2
ol
oty
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R R
TAE Atk 2" 7 )= 7 WA dRelvh 5o1E A dofus wEe AW
g IFelth EF7F A4 Hol 9o n® Ay Soigtd sh¢ MMIES U 4HE
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(2) A 3= 7](Pre-Decoding): A 3= 7]:= ER flag (EF)= 3ralsto], = o] 2] IMM
9lol9} ER & €938 525 3T ER flag 7} 2 EH o] o Anl o]
el LERI "83°17} R a<s QvlstE= gl W IMM 9 =17]o| we} ER

Al 3

(K

E 3 % ER 9 39 vHEC IMM S Yo|Fo] ER & 93 A 71t} w2

ftlo

ER flag 7} 27 %ol AA o™ IMM & F SkoH|Ed] HolFa o]ge] HEE 0
oz AeErh

a9 8 > A =Y A 2 s&E HolFE adolth WA WEole IMM
= FZ5t7] #18ll WH-2] Decoder 7} HH oI5 A sItE ¥ IMM 2] 7] w

2} Uw %] B]E7} Shifter U ZEXT (Zero Extension)ell &8 AYAA =1, IMM &
9] Wl @ EF ER O] HeR] v Ed| 2holA Hrh WEoje} ER & WHold F
e EF HEe] wel, A alsrle] o oy FRE SEEo] ER A AE Fhel
M AgEA E

3) A T, AAXEHAM F:0F GAQ Yol EA5= = W H o], ER, PC, Control
T v R dAEsts FHoNA HAZA 758t PC, IR 3 &2 UE

W AR 2o TEAl e o A S FHEAE a7 woerng AA4

shifting © Qolubd] 93 EUE S 2AOR Fo| YEYL £UATh Flush 9 2L
reset BAE TFE U$E AAHL BF glo] TAUE 2/RPoRM HAT &
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¥, New PC & T3l 271 45 dHlolE sta, B REs9 sa2 AZirn.

A BEY A REEl e AMATIA ke AN Algsta 7] R8s A

1

2l we} g2e] g

Instruction Fetch (IF) Module

i - -
Branch_Halt 33
Packet -
) PACKET

ROM IF_LERI Fetch_Q PreD Inst_Q DE_recv

32

Packet Packet

Word

32

i

J8 6. Instruction Fetch 8529 AT

LERI LERI
Instruction Instruction

]
!

SEXT |

T 1
14 :
1

'

!

'

'

'

!

'

'

!

'

SEXT
T

-

[Spmpempepmy < [ T '

ER LERI Decoder ER LERI Decoder
(a) First LERI Decoder (b) Second LERI Decoder

T8 7. LERI Decoder

32



Pre-imm-decoder

IF EF|is set
Decoder

32

J8 8. M3 57|

T

Decoder(DE)

o

=
=

n=h
=

3l EX

A=

=
=

2] A2~ (operand)

flsko] W oo o
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=

3

}, ALTHEA

95

T 99 719 WHAE A
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T

T}. Decoder
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22!
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® HALT A 2& HALT g3 olel w& 52 g+ 4 #d@8 A
® Co-processor I/F 5. & TEeAMEZS HE g9 odHely dg
(@) Fgo] 57 52
DE 552 &g vkel o] IF delA &9 gole si= 2 Ao daed
Aue) AL F 750w @ DE BN d%ehs WFol 2 F AN %
SR R Y

RF ch
[
status YY) EEEBEER
IF ch ofofe NEEEE
- clw|oT
PC .
- der Branch |«
D ush
- A YYVYVYY EX ch
R * statug b opa
»> opb
st.dpta| | OP_fetch opc
L o opd
IR o
- © A A A dstiox
flag
UPLTUU™
t:om5 ignal o omnd :
Decode sht_cnf_
MH]f bp_cmd
X e
state] f srba_f 1
idx0 .
idx1 | Forwarding
P "|  Detection
level id)i nut thi AAAAAA
4—’ HALT ‘ ‘ Cp_if ‘
: "EEEFE
cont| data token| E g 3 9473
Y \ A
[ ] ] [ ][ ]
Top CP ch ME ch EX ch
J% 9. Decoder 5§ UWF F4T
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PUSH/POP ™ %] 2} exception 2] 7-¢-¢ll aFE . HE Ato]E g ]2

5

o 19 10 ¥

o

=

g0l AR dormR
o}

o

9} AwvbdY(forwarding), 42

-

°
pal

R

9]

Ad 271 9 97) 333

8 & o]

15

°
pal

Qbefl A T ofel o

<l

=
=

=
=

Fibe] Abel

|

R

Ch DA 9 A 27138

h ESZ 99

deadlock "#]

i

FA eketh(2® 10 9 1.3 3H3).
ol A7 9]

°©

2

2 Aol
b, el Aol
A% e A

S

jany
b
,UO
=

ao
mo

=

=

1

9

(7h @]

5 59, Wy Ael2e 7

)

(PUSH/POP)

x
oo

35



Init Channel &

Internal
variable No Token Sent &
Not received
A 4

ic

Input Token
Channel

1.4 No Token Sent.
But Token received
Token Check

&
<

1.3 Token Sent &
not received

1.2 Token Sent &
Token Recevied

P/P/Excm
Check Exception

PUSH/POP Status

1.1 No Token Sent or

Normal Status

A 4
| 2. IR channel input |

A 4
| 2. Skip IR channel input

Forwarding input Forwarding input

| 3. Status update |

v

[ 4. cusa/eor decose |

| 3. Prepare Decoding |

v

| 4. Inst. decode |

__________________‘

5.1. Branch
Taken ?

No y
A 4
1.3 Wait Token 5.2 Stage Delivery Prepare .
Skip Other I/O channel a. Channel data Exception

b. Operands source

A 4 ==hizinj==
| 6.1 RF access |

v

| 6.2 RF access for STAU |

6.3 Stage Delivery Prepare
a. Opa/b/c/d
b. Shift count
c. CP ctrl/bus, branch

A 4

7. Stage delivery
channel access

A 4

A8 10. DEES0AMS O =

(vh =71 W8 A=
g w2 Wl oyt #7] WEd A 2E AT AYE ¥ AdATE 10

o] 5.1 el A RF &% tigh o] =23 24 &7 52 ddi271E A4
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O9 11 2 HE AolE AEE HQ=E s PUSH & POP HHo] Ao st
e v AL ekl o)tk
PP count = 0
- PP count = 1
PP count = 2
PP _count > 2
A\ 4
PP_MI@ — »( PP_LAST
a3 1. HE Mo[Z BFO A2 AEf HAM — PUSH/POP
e} o] ey
o] A3 7)(Execution &5, ©]3F EX &F)& 5 ©F Fo]Zelel F EX TS A
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(2) Execution £%9] &%t
thel A EX 59 7 A B BEEo s Attt
(HALU B &

De_ex_op[0] A&7} AREUS W FsxHE= EEolth 7 &2 HAE Opa,
Opb & AAHS F3Y3tH A4Sl T+ De ex cmd Kol 7wttt} AAZ 7 A
Ahe SleEl 7R, A7) D 24 e AAI7E FEEIT AAE Aol AREE
flag @3 AAF A3} i Eojof & flag HES] HHEE 71X De flags A& 71 €
Hrt
(‘h MEM E&

De_ex_op[l] A&l olaf FFHH, wEg Fx HHole wEe Fazs At

stth, YHFdoz2s 7 A4S 3 A=2l Opa, Opb

i

o] &3 32 HE 7P} Aite]

o] Fo] At} Flag HIE Wt ¢l Ex mh & H|&

o,

sl o}
(th SFT &%

De ex_op[2] A=zl ofsf FEHm, AZE WFolo Al
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&

A Opa 9 #t= Opb[4:0] WHF FIZEA T A4l Aol wet overflow & A9
g C,Z,8 MEE REJsit
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gd an eHAEES ARRS dabs S, De ex op[3]ell o8 TEETh A

A A4 MAC A4S 3381, De ex_op[4]ell &3l A EIE T Flag H|E ®EY
< ¢lom, 717 flag k= bypass AlZIt} 32 HIE A A4S $138] Opa, Opb & Al

£3tAL 32 HIE MAC AAHS £ Opa, Opb, Opc, Opd 2. H A =5 ALt} 64 H

E AygS AFY 32 H|EE Ex mh o 3FY 32 H{EE Ex result o] & HEZS FH
7hatol EH €
("hHCpP &

Coprocessor #&l o] FolA EX EFolA AHelste= " ol= GETCn, MVFn,

LDCn, STCn ©|™, De ex op[5]°ll &3l active ¥t} CP E&52 ©]2]3t HHAE 93k
HolE] JAE A|Fst=d, FAIFHCE LDCn, STCn < 93 o=@ A A4k, MVFEn
S 913 Ex cpbus HIOJE1 9] Ex result £ A, 71831 GETCn S 13t Ex cpbus Ul
olE] gkoll mwE Zero flag M7 T& T3ttt o] EEA= GETCn HEo| A
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< bypass A1t}
AHh MOV EE

LEA WFo1E A9st move A1 %ol ¢ PUSH, POP ] EX & A& §13 &
E% De_ex_op[5:017} 00 2= A"Ed w -5t Opa, Opb H©|E]7} De bp_cmd
el o8] AEE o] ex result & =7 ¥, flag = bypass, ex mh 1= invalid W E| =2

ER:A=)

(°}) Bypass =&

ME E5Fo|A H Q3 Ao A5l Ex bp cmd, Ex mem cmd 2} store § o] d]
OJEJ(Ex_st data), =8 A] ¥ W=2] HAAH FA(Ex dst idx), 18] 31, Iro]Z el
Y Z(Ex_PipeToken)o] DE B4 AdE dlolgE sttt ARk store WE ol &
Opc, STCn g% ©]+= Ex_cpbus HIOIEHE AR&st=d CP A HEo7F i urt
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Ex cpbus Z'E-& active A17]7] 9l3ll, Ex cpbus & A &3Fi= CP EES] Cpbus out Al
o5 AH&8te] STCn = A 8]
(Ah) Forwarding 5.5

EX 59 A3l Ex result, Ex flag, Ex mh %t De bp cmd ©| &3]l DE &%
forwarding ZZ1J1A] ol W, invalid Y= ¢E ZRIAE dlsto] st dA)

ALTHEA WAL forwarding 7] 52 A QA gorg o] REL FHEUA ¢
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ALTHEA MSG :
ALTHEA MSG :
ALTHEA MSG :
ALTHEA MSG :
ALTHEA MSG :
ALTHEA MSG :
ALTHEA MSG :
ALTHEA MSG :
ALTHEA MSG :
ALTHEA MSG :
ALTHEA MSG :
ALTHEA MSG :
ALTHEA MSG :

ALTHEA MSG :
ALTHEA MSG :
ALTHEA MSG :
ALTHEA MSG :
ALTHEA MSG :
ALTHEA MSG :
ALTHEA MSG :
ALTHEA MSG :
ALTHEA MSG :
ALTHEA MSG :

Performance Profile Statistics ----------------------mmm

Inst : Occurrence Max Avg Min
LD 16 178 : 178 178
ST 17 181 : 181 : 181
LDB : 8 : 178 : 178 : 178
LDS : 4 : 178 : 178 : 178
STB : 4 : 181 : 181 : 181
STS : 2 : 181 : 181 : 181
LDBU 8 178 : 178 178
LDSU 4 178 : 178 178
LD2 16 178 : 178 178
ST2 : 82 181 : 181 181
Invalld 0 0 0 100000

Performance Statlstlcs Summary -—----—-— - - - mmm e ——m

Executed Instructions = 1078

Average Execution time per Inst = 188

!'! WARNING: Summary is calculated without PUSH, POP and NOP !!

J8 18. Ms 23 ¢
Ao 5Fo AZ A3} 100 7)e] ALTHEA HWEo] & 1 WA A +d & 95 7
o] WHolgo tste] 75 W F&o] Ao FAES Flsisit

2.RTL = 7% AF

Y45

Compiler &

gk

9 4% 9

=

o wr} Al B
o7} obyl @

£ benchmark suite & academic £ %

AL,

oA 7lsol HsH

F X, = HASTE 9% F =+ TiDE, Synopsys Design

52 AAH RTL 79 FZZ(A7]9M = Gate 9 netlist) =
glol B g 2

=30 Agd F Ak 45 2

] 3d H netlist = pre-layout T+

i)

a8 54 el 44 ¥ RIL 2=
517 o) A 9] functionality & 7H53t7] Y3 B9 52 AE ¥
TP A

7R @] application = Z1t}. Application © %= embedded processor

92| A%+ MiBench [13]8} Dhrystone[14]&
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i

Althea HASTE
source
xxx.ht

i

Synthesis
TiDE, Synopsys

i

Althea RTL
source
XXX.V

XXX.V

Test environment

)

Benchmark
program source
XXX.C

Environment
XXX.C, XXX.S,
XXX.VCt ...

|

|

Compile
EISC. stduio

l

Output

include

i

l

Gate level verilog simulation

NC-veirlog

Halt level O

xxx.elf, xxx.elf dis,
xxx.ROM

|:| . Input/output file

8 19.RTL & 7|5 &H5 &8

B 6. Benchmark T213 4% Ay}

Benchmark PP . Al E# oA AIzH A &7
program ‘r‘sg 0%01 T (}‘]:“E‘:i) oq_ur_
Stringsearch 100,421 30:04 yes
Qsort 105,825 29:56 yes
Bitcount 485,343 2:17:40 yes
Dijkstra 6,708,414 9:34:53 yes
Sha 16,049,554 37:32:19 yes
gfgosg)’ne 860,959 1:30:05 yes
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